PCT/USOO/23405 



PA*^NT COOPERATION TREATS 



1 



3 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department o/CpTrimerce 
UhitejEl Siitfes^Pat^t and Trademark 

;^^jpg||-, \ ■ . j 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 

EIATS-UNIS D^AMPRIQUE 5 ; 

- ... :.:> , ^> : ^i in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

zu June zuui (zu.uo.ui) 


International application No. 
PCT/USOO/23405 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
001178 ■ " 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
25 August 2000 (25.08.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
31 August 1999 (31.08.99) 


Applicant 

RAMUN, John, R. 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X I in the demand filed with the international Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

08 February 2001 (08.02.01) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X| was 

j | was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Claudio Borton 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/1B/331 (July 1 992) US0023405 



<3 




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORjT J^J^JUN 2001 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
001178 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notification of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/US00/23405 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
25 AUGUST 2000 


Priority date (day /month/year) 
31 AUGUST 1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): E02F 9/24 and US CI.: 37/406 


Applicant 
RAM UN, JOHN R. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total oi J* sheets. 

| | This re P ort is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority, 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of f^ sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard I 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I 


0 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



RECEIVED 

JAN 2 2 2002 

GROUP 360C 



Date of submission of the demand 
08 FEBRUARY 2001 


Date of completion of this report 
16 MARCH 2001 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 2023 1 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 


AyfWhzed offipeV j& Sy. 
Telephone No. (703) 308- 1 0 1 2 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US00/23405 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to die elements of the international application:* 
| X | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



-20 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| x| tne claims: 

pages 21-28 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 

pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

. , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| x| the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages . 



1-22 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



| X| the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



NONE 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard : ^ the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | toe language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | teeniurru^ed^* ^ informallon recorded m computer readable form is identical to the writen sequence listing has 

4. fx] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

DO the description, pages NONE 

the claims, Nos. NONE 

[1 

the drawings, sheets#ig NONE 



This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets^ which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in l Y i i/ eporX 03 "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/23405 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. statement 

Novelty (N) Claims N34 _ YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1-34 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1-34 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2 >(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method 
of use of and a demolition system having a plurality of tines such that each tine is selectively mountabie on a base and forms 
a unit that is individually moveable between open and closed positions. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)* 



(12) INTERNATIONAL APPlSSTtION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COBtcRATION TREATY (PCT) 



(19) World Intellectual Property Organization 
International Bureau 

(43) International Publication Date 
8 March 2001 (08.03.2001) 




PCT 



(10) International Publication Number 

WO 01/16434 Al 



(51) International Patent Classification 7 : E02F 9/24 

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US00/23405 

(22) International Filing Date: 25 August 2000 (25.08.2000) 

(25) Filing Language: English 

(26) Publication Language: English 



(30) Priority Data: 
60/151,723 
60/196,233 



31 August 1999 (31.08.1999) US 
10 April 2000 (10.04.2000) US 



(71) Applicant and 

(72) Inventor: RAMUN, John, R. [US/US]; 8243 North Lima 
Road, Poland, OH 44514 (US). 

(74) Agents: BYRNE, Richard, L* et al.; Webb Ziesenheim 
Logsdon Orkin & Hanson, P.C., 700 Koppers Building, 436 
Seventh Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1818 (US). 

(81) Designated States (national)'. AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AT 
(utility model), AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, 



CH, CN, CR, CU, CZ, CZ (utility model), DE, DE (utility 
model), DK, DK (utility model), DM, DZ, EE, EE (utility 
model), ES, FI, FI (utility model), GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, 
HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KR KR, KZ, LC, LK, 
LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, 
MZ, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SK 
(utility model), SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, 
VN, YU, ZA, ZW. 

(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM, 
KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian 
patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European 
patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, 
IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG, 

CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— With international search report. 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations " appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



(54) Title: DEMOLITION EQUIPMENT HAVING UNIVERSAL TINES AND A METHOD FOR DESIGNING A UNIVERSAL 
TINE 



CLAW OPEN 





CLAW CLOSED 



(57) Abstract: A claw tine (12) for demolition equipment (10) includes an elongated claw tine (12) pivotally movable about a pivot 
point (14) between an open and closed position by a hydraulic cylinder (16). The total angular rotation of the claw tine (12) is at 
least 75 degrees, generally between 75 and 100 degrees. The maximum holding force is positioned 25 to 40 degrees from the closed 
position. The claw tine (12) is adapted to be incorporated into a wide variety of demolition equipment (10) including a bucket (10) 
and claw (12) structure attachment and a variety of grapples. 



WO 01/16434 — PCIYUS00/23405 



DEMOLITION EQUIPMENT HAVING UNIVERSAL TINES 
AND A METHOD FOR DESIGNING A UNIVERSAL TINE 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

5 The present invention relates to demolition 

equipment systems and, more particularly, to claw tines for 
demolition equipment . 

2 . Background Information 

The present application refers to demolition 

10 equipment , however, this equipment is also referred to as 

construction equipment, scrap handling equipment and the 
like. The description of demolition equipment is not 
intended to be restrictive of the equipment being 
referenced. In demolition equipment, it has long been 

15 known to utilize elongated extension members, referred to 

herein as claw tines, in a variety of equipment units. For 
example, there are many different machines that have 
buckets mounted on their front. A variety of claw tines 
has been developed for attachment to the buckets to improve 

20 the operation of these equipment units. Examples of the 

wide variety of claw tine attachments for various buckets 
can be seen in U.S. Patent Nos. 5,639,205; 5,590,482; 
5, 5 64, 885; 5,544, 435; 5,472,308; 5, 111, 602; 4, 382, 625; 
4,519,739; 4,375,345 and 4,285,628. Additionally, the 

25 Applicant's earlier invention disclosed a self-contained 

demolition bucket attachment using claw tines in U.S. 
Patent No. 4,799,852. In addition to bucket type 
equipment, elongated claw tines are utilized opposing each 
other to form a grapple. Grapples are generally used for 

3 0 gripping and moving the work. Within the context of the 

present application, grapples are distinguished from the 
bucket attachments in that the grapples have the tines 
operating against each other (i.e., opposed) as compared to 
operating against a bucket. 

35 There have been a wide variety of existing claw 

tines for demolition equipment units. To date, there has 
not been sufficient consideration given to how changes in 
the geometry of the claw tine can effect the operation. 
For example, if the holding force of a given demolition 
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equipment unit using a ciaw nine was not: surncier:" , uner. 
the hydraulic pistcn powering the claw tine was simply 
increased in size to provide more force. This is not the 
most efficient way of addressing the problem and the 
5 resulting device may be impractical and expensive. 

Additionally, the existing claw tines have been designed to 
be associated with a given piece of construction equipment 
and were not adapted for other uses. Finally, the 
attachment systems utilized in existing claw tines were not 

10 efficient and many required additional machining in order 

to get the claw tines to fit on an existing bucket or other 
existing component structure. 

It is an object of the present invention to 
overcome the aforementioned problems of the prior art. It 

15 is a further object of the present invention to provide a 

claw tine for demolition equipment which optimizes the 
design considerations of the respective geometry of the 
claw tine. A further object of the present invention is to 
provide a claw tine which is easily manufactured and 

20 attached to existing equipment. A further object of the 

present invention is to provide a claw tine which is 
adaptable for use in a variety of distinct demolition 
equipment units to provide a demolition equipment system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

2 5 The above objects are achieved by a claw tine for 

a demolition equipment and the demolition equipment system 
according to the present invention. The claw tine for 
demolition system according to the present invention 
includes an elongated claw tine body pivotal ly movable 

3 0 about a pivot point between an open position and a closed 

position. A hydraulic cylinder is provided for moving the 
claw tine body between the open position and the closed 
position with a fixed end of the hydraulic cylinder secured 
to a base and a cylinder rod end of the hydraulic cylinder 
35 secured to the claw tine body. The ratio of the length of 

the hydraulic cylinder when the claw tine body is in the 
closed position to the distance between the pivot point and 
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che secureiner.t of che cylinder rod end or the hydraulic 
cylinder to che claw cine body is between 0.7 and 0.9. 

The toCal angular rocation of the claw tine may 
be designed to be at least 75 degrees, preferably at least 
5 85 degrees, or generally between 75 and 100 degrees. 

Additionally, the claw tine may provide a maximum holding 
force located at 25 to 40 degrees from the closed position, 
preferably about one third from the closed position. 

Another aspect of the present invention is that 

10 the claw tine may be secured to the demolition equipment 

through a support frame and a support frame receiver. The 
support frame includes a bushing member for forming the 
pivot point for the claw tine body and at least one support 
frame plate attached thereto. The support frame plate 

15 includes a locking pin aperture for securing the support 

frame to the demolition equipment through the support frame 
receiver and a securing pin aperture for securing a fixed 
end of the hydraulic cylinder to the support frame. The 
support frame receiver is a single plate structure attached 

2 0 to the demolition equipment and including an opening for 

receiving the bushing member of the support frame and a 
locking pin aperture aligned with the locking pin aperture 
of the support frame for securing the support frame to the 
demolition equipment. Each claw tine may have a removable 

25 claw tip at a distal end of the claw tine body. 

The claw tine may be associated with a parallel 
spaced claw tine and a connecting structure therebetween to 
form a claw structure. The connecting structure may 
include a grid and an end member extending between and 

30 coupled to the spaced claw tines. 

The present invention provides for a demolition 
equipment system including a plurality of equipment bases 
with each equipment base forming at least part of a 
distinct demolition equipment unit, and a plurality of claw 

3 5 tines, with each claw tine selectively, removably attached 

to each equipment base. The plurality of equipment bases 
may include at least one bucket and at least one grapple 



-3- 



10 



WO 01/16434 PCT/US00/23405 

base. The araDple base may, for example, 3e formed as a 
two-tine grapple, three- tine grapple, four- tine grapple, or 
claw structure grapple. The two-tine grapple has two 
opposed claw tines positioned 180 degrees from each other. 
The three -tine grapple has three opposed claw tines 
positioned 120 degrees from each other and the four-tine 
grapple has four opposed claw tines positioned 90 degrees 
from each other. The claw structure grapple includes two 
opposed claw structures, with each claw structure formed of 
two parallel spaced claw tines with a connecting structure 

therebetween . 

These and other advantages of the present 
invention will be clarified in the Description of the 
Preferred Embodiments taken together with the attached 
15 figures wherein like reference numerals represent like 

elements throughout . 

FtRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a bucket with a 
claw structure according to the present invention; 

2 0 Fig. 2 illustrates the linkage parameters 

associated with a claw tine of the claw structure 

illustrated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a side view similar to Fig. 1 of a 
bucket with a claw structure according to the present 
25 invention; 

Fig. 4 is a front view of the bucket and claw 
structure illustrated in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along line A- A 

of Fig. 3; 

30 Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken along line C-C 

of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 7 is a side view of a support frame for 
attaching a claw tine of the claw structure of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view of the support frame 

3 5 taken along line A-A of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a front view of the support frame 

illustrated in Fig. 7; 
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Fig 10 is a side view of a support: frame 
receiver for attachment; cf a claw tine of the claw 
structure of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 11 is a plan view of the support frame 
5 receiver of Fig. 10; 

Fig. 12 is a side view similar to Fig. 3 
illustrating the hydraulic lines for the claw structure of 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 13 is a rear view of the bucket and claw 
10 structure of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 is a side view of a two- tine grapple 
according to the present invention; 

Fig. 15 is an end view of the grapple of Fig. 14; 
Fig. 16 is a bottom view of the grapple of Fig. 

15 14; 

Fig. 17 is a side view of a grapple base and 
support frames for the grapple of Fig. 14; 

Fig. 18 is a side view of a three- tine grapple 
according to the present invention; 
20 Fig. 19 is a side view of the three-tine grapple 

illustrated in Fig. 18 with claw tines in an open position; 

Fig. 20 is a bottom view of the three-tine 
grapple illustrated in Fig. 18; 

Fig.. 21 is a side view of a four-tine grapple 
2 5 according to the present invention; 

Fig. 22 is a side view of the four- tine grapple 
illustrated in Fig. 21 with the claw tines in an open 
position; 

Fig. 23 is a bottom view of the four- tine grapple 
30 illustrated in Fig. 21; 

Fig. 24 is a side view of a claw structure 
grapple according to the present invention; 

Fig. 25 is an end view of the claw structure 
grapple illustrated in Fig. 24; 
35 Fig. 2 6 is a bottom view of the claw structure 

grapple illustrated in Fig. 24; 
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Fig. 27 is a side view similar co Fig. 3 cf a 
bucket and claw structure according :c the present 
invention; 

Fig. 28 is a front view of the bucket and claw 
5 structure illustrated in Fig. 27; 

Fig. 29 is a side view of a two tine rotary 
gx-apple with outboard grates according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 3 0 is an end view of the two tine grapple 
10 illustrated in Fig. 29. 

Fig. 31 is a side view of a two tine rotating 
clamshell bucket according to the present invention; 

Fig. 32 is an end view of the two tine clamshell 
bucket illustrated in Fig. 31; 
15 Fig. 33 is a bottom view of the two tine 

clamshell bucket illustrated in Fig. 31; 

Fig. 34 is a side view of a three tine rotating 
orange peel grapple according to the present invention; 

Fig. 3 5 is an end view of the three tine grapple 
20 illustrated in Fig. 34; 

Fig. 3 6 is a side view of a two tine attachment 
for a pair of forks according to the present invention; and 
Fig. 37 is an end view of the two tine attachment 
for a pair of forks illustrated in Fig. 36; 
2 5 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a bucket 10 with 
a claw structure according to the present invention coupled 
thereto. The claw structure includes at least one claw 
tine 12 pivotally attached to the bucket 10 for movement 
30 about a pivot point 14. A hydraulic cylinder 16 is 

positioned generally within the claw tine 12 and has one 
end thereof pinned to the bucket 10 at a fixed end 18 and 
secured to the claw tine 12 at a cylinder rod end 20. The 
claw tine 12 of the present invention encloses and protects 
35 the hydraulic cylinder 16. The hydraulic cylinder 16 

provides power for moving the claw tine 12 between the open 
and closed positions illustrated in Fig. 1. 
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The specific geometry of the claw tine 12 
according to the present invention allows the claw tine 12 
to be easily adapted for a wide variety of construction 
equipment as will described hereinafter. Fig. 2 better 
5 illustrates the important linkage parameters associated 

with the claw tine 12. The distance between the main pivot 
point 14 and the fixed end 18 of the hydraulic cylinder 16 
is a lever arm R of the linkage. THETA is the relative 
angular orientation of the fixed end 18 of the cylinder 16 

10 to the pivot point 14 measured from the horizontal. The 

lever arm R and angular orientation THETA represent two 
linkage parameters having a major effect on the output 
characteristics of the claw tine 12 and associated claw 
structure. The location of the cylinder rod end 2 0 with 

15 respect to the pivot point 14 also has a major effect on 

the performance of the claw tine 12 and associated claw 
structure. This relative relationship is defined by as 
distance Z between the pivot point 14 and the cylinder rod 
end 2 0 as well as the relative angle therebetween labeled 

20 BETA, which is measured from vertical as shown in Fig. 2. 

A vertical distance Y between the pivot point 14 and the 
tip of the claw tine 12 is the lever arm of the holding 
force developed at the tip of the claw tine 12 . For the 
purposes of designing the claw structure, it will be 

25 assumed that the holding force is measured at the end of 

the tip of the claw tine 12, orientated at the angle 
perpendicular to RY. A distance X is the horizontal 
distance from the pivot point 14 to the leading edge of the 
end of the claw tine 12. Fig. 2 illustrates values RX and 

30 RY which represent relative distances from the cylinder rod 

end 20 to the end of the tip of the claw tine 12. The size 
and shape of the end of the claw tine 12 dictate a minimum 
distance from the end of the claw tine 12 and the cylinder 
rod end 2 0 . 

35 Another important parameter labeled in Fig. 2 is 

the angle between the center line of the hydraulic cylinder 
and the lever arm R of the claw structure. For the purpose 
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cf che following calculations, ~ his angle w^I be referred 
as ALPHA which will vary as the claw tine 12 moves from the 
closed position to the open position. This angular 
relationship will have an effect on the holding force 
developed in the various positions. The holding force at 
the end of the claw tine 12 can be generally calculated by 
the following equation: 



Holding Force=(R*FC*sin(ALPHA))/Y; 

where FC =(# of cylinders) X (0.786)(Diameter)(Diameter)(Hydraulic Pressure). 

10 As evidenced by the above-cited equation, the holding force 

will increase as the claw opens from the fully closed 
position to a maximum value and then decreases until the 
fully open position is reached. The claw tine 12 can be 
designed so that the sinusoidal shaped force versus angular 

15 position curve maximizes the holding force in a desired 

location by varying the main geometric parameters of the 
linkage . 

The total possible angular rotation of the claw 
tine 12 with respect to the bucket 10, or other associated 

20 base is controlled by two main considerations. First, care 

must be taken to ensure that the claw tine 12 does not 
strike any part of the host machine during any possible 
movement of the bucket 10 or other structure. Second, the 
total possible rotation of the claw tine 12 has to be 

25 limited due to the hydraulic cylinder 16, once selected. 

The amount of stroke that can be obtained from a hydraulic 
cylinder is limited by its fully retracted length and the 
size of the internal components of the cylinder. 
Therefore, the cylinder that fits the design when the 

30 cylinder is fully retracted (claw tine 12 in the fully 

opened position) may not have sufficient stroke to produce 
the desired total rotation of the claw tine 12. 

In designing a specific claw tine 12 it is 
important to review how the specific claw parameters, and 

35 changes thereto, effect the operation of the claw tine 12. 
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For example, as the magnitude of the lever arm R is 
increased, all other variables held constant, the magnitude 
of the holding force at all angular positions of the claw 
tine 12 is also increased. The angular location of the 
5 maximum value of this force moves closer to the open 

position as the lever arm R increases in magnitude. Both 
the cylinder stroke needed and the length of the cylinder 
in the closed position will increase as the lever arm R 
increases, while the length of the cylinder 16 in the open 
10 position will decrease as necessary to achieve the desired 

opening . 

The magnitude of the maximum holding force is not 
a function of angle THETA, but the angular position of the 
claw tine 12 where the maximum holding force occurs is 
15 effected by THETA. Increasing the magnitude of TKETA 

causes the sinusoidal force curve to shift away from the 
closed position toward the open position of the claw tine 
12. Consequently, increasing THETA increases the holding 
force at the open position and decreases the holding force 

2 0 at the closed position. Changes in the angle THETA have 

only a minor effect on the length of the stroke and the 
cylinder 16 in either position. How the change in the 
angle THETA will effect the. length of the stroke of 
hydraulic cylinder 16 and the length of the cylinder 16 
25 will vary depending on the value of the distance Z. 

Varying the distance Z does not effect the magnitude of the 
holding force, but increasing this distance will shift the 
holding force curve toward the claw tine 12 closed 
position. Thus, the force at the closed position and the 

3 0 force at the open position decreases as the distance Z 

increases. The cylinder lengths in both the open and 
closed positions increase as distance Z increases. The 
magnitude of the distance Z has only a minor effect on the 
needed cylinder stroke and it may increase or decrease the 
35 stroke depending on the values of R and BETA discussed 

above . 
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The angle BETA has an initial value and BETA 
increases from the initial value as the claw cine 12 
rotates from the closed position to the open position. The 
total change in BETA is equal to the total angular rotation 
5 of the claw tine 12 and the associated claw structure. The 

initial value of BETA in the closed position has an effect 
on the operating parameters of the design. Increasing the 
initial value of BETA shifts the holding force curve toward 
the closed claw tine position having the same type of 

10 effect as increasing the distance Z discussed above. 

Changes in the angle BETA cause a relatively greater shift 
in the holding force curve than similar percentage changes 
to the distance 2. Change in the initial angle BETA have 
only a minor effect on the needed cylinder stroke and 

15 cylinder lengths in the open and closed positions. Whether 

these lengths increase or decrease depends on the value of 
THETA as well as the value of BETA. 

The values of the distances X and Y are largely 
a function of the size and shape of the associated machine. 

20 If the claw tine 12 is associated with a given bucket 10, 

these values are largely predetermined. Movement of the 
location of the pivot point 14 can vary the values for X 
and Y slightly for a given structure. Increasing the value 
of Y, the lever arm of the holding force, reduces the 

2 5 magnitude of the holding force in all angular positions of 

the claw tine 12. The distance X effects the initial value 
of the angle BETA such that increasing X, increases the 
initial angle BETA. The movement of the pivot point 14 is 
limited by interference problems in typical bucket 

30 configurations. In general, the overall performance of the 

claw tine 12 will improve if the value of Y is as small as 
possible while avoiding the above-mentioned interference . 
Increasing the value of X increases the length of the 
cylinder 16 in the open claw position. Increasing the 

35 value of X can help overcome possible limitations to the 

desired total angular rotational values of the claw tine 12 
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due zo zhe limitations of the hydraulic cylinder 15 
discussed above. 

The variables RX and RY will also effect the 
distance Z and initial angle BETA . Increasing RX increases 
5 the value of Z and the initial value of BETA. Increasing 

the value of RY decreases the value of Z while increasing 
the initial value of BETA. As Z decreases in magnitude, 
the total possible angle of rotation of the claw tine 12 
will usually be limited by the closed cylinder length and 

10 the required cylinder stroke. Under this condition, the 

distance RY should be decreased and the value RX should be 
increased to help overcome this problem . 

In addition to the geometric parameters discussed 
above, the force of the claw structure formed by one or 

15 more claw tines 12, is determined by the hydraulic 

cylinders 16. It is possible to design a claw structure 
with a different number of hydraulic cylinders 16. 

Therefore, the holding force can be increased by 
increasing the diameter of, or the number of, hydraulic 

20 cylinders used in the design of a claw structure. 

Increasing the diameter of the cylinders in total claw 
structures will increase the opening and closing times for 
the structure. The opening and closing times, also known 
as cycle times, for a given claw structure are also a 

25 function of the hydraulic fluid flow rate produced by the 

pumps of the associated machine. The hydraulic pressure 
and pump flow rate' are determined by the design of the. host 
machine and are not specifically design variables 
considered in the claw tines 12 for the specific claw 

3 0 structure geometry. 

The cycle time for the claw structure can be 
calculated by summing the following equations: 

Time to Open=(Number of Cylinders)(0.260)(Bore Area)(Stroke)/(Fluid Flow Rate) 
Time to Close=(Number of Cylinders)(0.260)(Rod Area)(Stroke)/(Fluid Flow Rate) 
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The bore area is the piston diameter area and the rod area 
is the bore area minus the rod diameter area. The total 
cycle time is the time to open and the time to close. 

The geometric parameters most effecting the 
5 magnitude of the holding forces are the length of the lever 

arm R and the holding force lever arm Y . Since the value 
for the variable Y is largely a function of the bucket or 
other structure on which the claw tine is associated, the 
lever arm R is preferably made as large as possible for a 

10 given claw tine 12. Increasing the magnitude of R 

increases the need for cylinder stroke and decreases the 
cylinder length in the open position. The magnitude of R 
is effectively limited by -both the cylinder length 
considerations and possible structural interference with 

15 the associated machine when in the fully open position. 

Another way for the designer to increase the holding force 
is by increasing the size and number of hydraulic 
cylinders. The limiting factors on this design 

consideration are the increased cycle time of the assembly 

2 0 along with the increased cost of the larger hydraulic 

components . 

A designer of the claw tine 12 according to the 
present invention can position the location of the holding 
force curve with respect to the angular position of the 

25 claw tine 12. by varying the geometric parameters THETA, Z 

and BETA as discussed above. The total angle of rotation 
that the claw tine 12 and the associated claw structure can 
undergo from the closed to open position is limited by the 
length of the stroke and the open positioned cylinder 

30 lengths along with possible interferences with the 

associated machine. When the desired rotation is limited 
by a cylinder length, it can be desirable to increase the 
values of X, Y and RX, while decreasing the value of RY to 
minimize these issues. 

35 The above design considerations were carefully 

reviewed in constructing the claw tine 12 according to the 
present invention. Carefully balancing all of the 
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considerations, the improved claw nine 12 according to the 
present invention provides the value of the angle ALPHA in 
the open position such that the maximum holding force of 
the structure will occur when the claw tine is between 25 
5 and 4 0 degrees from the closed position. Maximizing the 

holding force versus the angular position of the claw tine 
in this specific range will result in the best overall 
performance of the demolition equipment having a claw tine 
12 according to the present invention. Furthermore, 

10 another important design consideration of the present 

invention is having a value of the geometric ratio between 
the retracted cylinder length divided by the distance Z 
fall generally between 0.7 and 0.9. This ratio will 
control the symmetry of the various sizes for the claw tine 

15 12 and allow for all of the designs to have a maximum total 

angular rotation generally between 75 and 100 degrees. The 
claw tine 12 is specifically designed to satisfy these 
design considerations. Additionally, these design 

considerations allow for the claw tine 12 to be adapted for 

2 0 use on a bucket 10 as shown in Fig. 1 or a wide variety of 

other configurations as will be described hereinafter. 

Fig. 3 is a detailed view of the bucket 10 with 
a claw structure according to the present invention 
incorporating a pair of claw tines 12. As better shown in 

25 Fig. 4, the tip of each claw tine 12 is formed of a 

removable end member 22 attached to and extending between 
the parallel spaced claw tines 12. The end member 22 has 
a plurality of spaced teeth 24 extending therefrom. The 
teeth 24 of the end member 22 are positioned between teeth 

30 26 of the bucket 10. The claw structure additionally 

includes a grid 28 having openings of a given size 
extending between and removably attached to the pair of 
claw tines 12. The pair of claw tines 12, end member 22 
with associated teeth 24, and grid 28 combine to form the 

35 claw structure associated with the bucket 10. 

Each claw tine 12 is secured to the bucket 10 
through a support frame 30 shown in detail in Figs. 7-9 and 
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a support frame receiver 32 which is shown in denaii in 
Figs. 10 and 11. 

The support frame receiver 3 2 is welded to the 
bucket 10 or otherwise securely attached in the desired 
5 location. The support frame receiver 32 is a single plate 

having a generally C- shaped opening 34 at one end thereof 
which receives the structure forming the pivot point 14 as 
will be described hereinafter. An enlarged portion 36 of 
the support frame receiver 32 surrounds the C-shaped 

10 opening 34 and is wider than the remaining portions of the 

plate forming a support frame receiver 32 to provide 
increased stability to the associated claw tine 12. The 
enlarged portion 3 6 surrounding the opening 34 can be made 
integral with the remaining portions of the support frame 

15 receiver 32 or, may be made as a separate replaceable 

element if this location is determined to be in an area of 
wear. The support frame receiver 32 additionally includes 
a locking pin aperture 3 8 at a position generally behind 
the C-shaped opening 34. An enlarged portion 40 surrounds 

20 the locking pin aperture 38 as illustrated in the drawings. 

As shown in Figs. 7-9 , the support frame 30 
includes a cylindrical bushing member 42 and a pair of 
support frame plates 44 extending therefrom. The support 
frame plates 44 include a locking pin aperture 4 6 and 

25 support structure 4 8 surrounding the locking pin aperture 

46 on each support frame plate 44. One support structure 
48 can include a cross pin aperture 50 as shown in Fig. 8. 
The support frame plates 44 additionally include a securing 
pin aperture 52 for receiving the fixed end 18 of the 

30 hydraulic cylinder 16. The securing pin aperture 52 is 

surrounded by support structure 54 on each support frame 
plate 44 . One support structure 54 includes a cross pin 
aperture 56 extending therethrough as shown in Fig. 8. 

As shown in Fig. 5, each claw tine 12 is secured 

3 5 to the bucket 10 through the support frame 3 0 and support 

frame receiver 32. As noted above, the support frame 
receiver 32 is welded or otherwise secured to the bucket 
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ftrame 3 0 is Dosnioned so t^^^ 



10. The supporfTrame 30 is positioned so trTSt the bushing 
member 42 is received in the C- shaped opening 34 of the 
support frame receiver 32 such that the locking pin 
aperture 46 aligns with locking pin aperture 38. Locking 
5 pin 58 extends through the locking pin aperture 3 8 and the 

locking pin aperture 4 6 securing the support frame 3 0 and 
the associated claw tine 12 to the bucket 10. A cross 
locking member 60 can extend through the cross pin aperture 
50 to prevent the locking pin 58 from sliding out of 

1 0 engagement . 

The bushing member 4 2 provides for the pivot 
point 14 of the claw tine 12. The bushing member 42 
receives a pair of replaceable bushings 62 which surround 
a pivot pin 64 . The pivot pin 64 is attached to the claw 

15 tine body 66 through cross locking members 68 such as 

conventional bolts . 

The fixed end 18 of the hydraulic cylinder 16 is 
secured to the support frame 30 by securing pin 7 0 
extending through securing pin apertures 52 in the support 

20 frame plates 44. The securing pin 70 can be held in 

position by a cross locking member 68 extending through 
cross pin aperture 56. 

Fig. 6 illustrates the connection of the cylinder 
rod end 20 of the hydraulic cylinder 16 to the claw tine 

25 body 66 through an attachment pin 74. The attachment pin 

74 may be in the form of a convention nut and bolt or other 
type attaching pin configuration as known in the art. Fig. 
6 additionally illustrates the abutment of the end member 
22 to the claw tine 12. The end member 22 may be welded or 

30 otherwise attached to the claw tine 12. Within the context 

of demolition equipment welding, a component is also a 
"releasable connection". 

The hydraulic cylinder 16 for operating the 
individual claw tines 12 and the associated claw structure 

35 is a double acting cylinder controlled in the conventional 

fashion. Figs. 12 and 13 illustrate the positioning of the 
hydraulic elements for individual hydraulic cylinders 16 of 
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As shown ir. Fics . 12 am^l 



the claw nines . As shown ir. Fics. 12 aria 12, each side 
of the piston of hydraulic cylinder 15 is fed with a 
hydraulic line 76. As shown in Figs. 12 and 13, the 
hydraulic lines 76 do not interfere with the operation of 
5 the bucket 10. 

The claw tine 12 of the present invention is 
designed to be utilized in a wide variety of construction 
equipment. The end members 22 and grid 28 are specifically 
provided to be removably coupled to the claw tine 12 so 

10 that the claw structure can be easily disassembled for 

repair and/or incorporation of the claw tinejs 12 into other 
construction equipment. 

Figs. 14-17 illustrate a two-tine grapple 80 
utilizing the claw tines 12. The two-tine grapple 80 

15 includes a (powered or non-powered) rotatable base 82 which 

includes two integral support frame receivers 32 ' 
positioned 180 degrees relative to each other as 
illustrated in Fig. 17. Each claw tine 12 is attached to 
the rotatable base 82 through support frame 3 0 and support 

2 0 frame receiver 32' in the same manner discussed above in 

connection with bucket 10. The rotatable base 82 will be 
supported and controlled in a conventional fashion. The 
support for the rotatable base 82 is schematically 
illustrated at 84. In the two-tine grapple 80, the ends of 
25 the individual claw tines 12 are provided with individual 

replaceable tips 86. 

Figs. 18-20 illustrate a three-tine grapple 90 
utilizing the claw tines 12 of the present invention. The 
three-tine grapple 90 is similar to the two-tine grapple 80 

3 0 discussed in Figs. 14*17 and includes a rotatable base 92. 

Rotatable base 92 includes three integral support frame 
receivers 32 1 positioned at 120 degrees relative to each 
other. The three claw tines 12 forming the three- tine 
grapple 90 may utilize replaceable tips 86 or may have a 
3 5 modified tip 86 1 as shown in Fig. 20. The modified tips 

86' have beveled edges to permit a closer closed position 
of the tines 12. 
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^^^1-23 illustrate a four-t^^^ 



Figs .^^1 -23 illustrate a four-tTme grapple 100 
utilizing four claw tines 12. The four-tine grapple 100 is 
similar to the three-tine grapple 90 and the two-tine 
grapple 80 discussed above and includes a rotatable base 
5 102. The rotatable base 102 has four integral support 

frame receivers 32* positioned at 90 degrees relative to 
each other for attaching each of the four claw tines 12 
through the associated support frame 30. 

Figs. 24-26 illustrate a claw structure grapple 

10 110 utilizing four claw tines 12. The claw structure 

grapple 110 includes a rotatable base 112 with two pairs of 
opposed integral support frame receivers 32 1 spaced from 
each other. The spaced set of opposed support frame 
receivers 32' allow for two sets of opposed claw tines 12 

15 to be attached to the rotatable base 112. The claw tines 

12 on each side of the rotatable base 112 will be secured 
together to form a claw structure similar to the claw 
structure on the bucket 10. Specifically, an end member 22 
and grid 28 can be secured between the pair of parallel 

2 0 spaced claw tines 12 to form two opposed claw structures as 

best illustrated in Figs. 25 and 26. 

Figs. 27 and 28 illustrate a claw tine 12 1 
designed for a different sized bucket 10' than illustrated 
in Fig. 3. The embodiment illustrated in Figs. 2 7 and 2 8 

2 5 is intended to illustrate that changes in the size do not 

significantly effect the design of the overall claw tine 12 
or 12 • . 

Figs. 29 and 30 illustrate a two tine rotary 
grapple 120 utilizing the claw tines 12 of the present 

30 invention. The grapple 120 is similar to the grapple 80 of 

Figs. 14-17 and includes the same rotatable base 82 having 
two integral support frame receivers 32 * . Each claw tine 
12 is attached to the rotatable base 82 through support 
frame 30 and support frame receiver 32' in the same manner 

35 discussed above in connection with bucket 10. 

The grapple 12 0 includes a pair of outboard 
grates 122 mounted on the sides of each tine 12. A support 
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linkage 124 extenas between opposed outboard graces 122 for 
additional support. The support linkage 124 is attached 
about the pivot axis of each tine 12. Grapple 120 
represents an alternative design for a grated claw 
5 structure. 

Figs. 31-33 illustrate a two tine rotary 
clamshell bucket 130 utilizing the claw tines 12 of the 
present invention. The clamshell bucket 130 is similar to 
the grapple 120 of Figs. 29-30 and includes the same 

10 rotatable base 82 having two integral support frame 

receivers 32 1 . Each claw tine 12 is attached to the 
rotatable base 82 through support frame 3 0 and support 
frame receiver 32 ' in the same manner discussed above in 
connection with bucket 10. 

15 The clamshell bucket 13 0 includes a pair of 

outboard bucket members 132 mounted on the sides of each 
tine 12. A support linkage 124 extends between opposed 
bucket members 132 for additional support. The support 
linkage 124 is attached about the pivot axis of each tine 

20 12. The bucket members 132 are designed to combine with 

the tines 12 to form a generally closed bucket when in the 
closed position. The clamshell bucket 130 represents an 
alternative design for a tool which is adapted for granular 
type work or the like. The bucket members 132 extending 

25 from each side of the tine 12 could be replaced with a 

single bucket member for each tine 12 positioned in front 
or behind the tine 12 , depending on the desired bucket 
size . 

Figs. 34 and 35 illustrate a three tine rotary 
30 orange peel grapple 140 utilizing the claw tines 12 of the 

present invention. The grapple 14 0 is similar to the 
grapple 90 of Figs. 18-20 and includes the same rotatable 
base 92 having three integral support frame receivers 32 1 
for mounting three claw tines 12. Each claw tine 12 is 
35 attached to the rotatable base 92 through support frame 3 0 

and support frame receiver 32 » in the same manner discussed 
above in connection with bucket 10. 
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The grapple 14 0 includes an orange peel bucket 
member 142 mounted on each tine 12. The bucket members 142 
are designed to combine to form a generally closed bucket 
when the tines 12 are in the closed position. Grapple 140 
5 represents an alternative design which is adapted for 

granular type work or the like. The bucket members 142 
are positioned in front of the tines 12 but could be 
replaced with a pair of members extending from each side of 
the tine 12 or positioned behind the tine 12, depending on 

10 the desired bucket size. The orange peel refers to the 

shape of the individual bucket members 142. 

Figs. 36 and 37 illustrate a fork assembly 150 
including a pair of tines 12 forming a claw attachment for 
a conventional pair of forks 152. The claw attachment is 

15 substantially the same as the claw structure of Fig. 3 and 

the embodiment illustrated in Figs. 27 and 28. Figs. 36 
and 37 illustrate further variations in tool design using 
the universal tine 12 of the present invention. 

The design considerations discussed above provide 

2 0 an efficient and effective tine for use both in a bucket 

attachment and other configurations. The advantages of the 
present invention include a rugged construction which is 
adaptable to any bucket and in multiple tool 
configurations. The present design provides 

2 5 interchangeability among tool set components and for quick 

installation and removal of tool sets. The present 
invention provides a shielded power/hydraulic system. The 
use of a single support frame receiver 32 or 32 1 is 
believed to be significantly easier than prior art 

3 0 structures which require multiple plates and significant 

machining and modification to have the parallel plates 
properly positioned on an existing bucket. Additionally, 
the present invention contemplates providing a demolition 
equipment system in which the universal claw tine 12 can be 
35 utilized in a wide variety of demolition equipment units. 

As discussed in the above examples, the same set of four 
claw tines 12 can be utilized in various combinations to 
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form a claw structure attachment for a bucket 10, a two- 
tine grapple SO, a three-tine grapple 90, a four-tine 
grapple 100, a claw structure grapple 110, a clamshell 
bucket 13 0, an orange peel grapple 14 0, or a claw structure 
5 for fork assembly 150. It is additionally contemplated 

that when using the claw structure for the bucket 10, the 
claw structure grapple 110, or the fork assembly 150 
separate grids 28 can be utilized having different sized 
openings. The different sized openings in the different 

10 grids 28 can be utilized for segregating material in a 

sieve like fashion. The demolition equipment system 
provides a wide variety of equipment at a minimal capital 
cost. Additionally, the easy disassembly of the claw tines 
12 from the respective demolition equipment units 

15 facilitates easy repair of the individual demolition 

equipment units . 

In the meaning of the present invention, the 
bucket 10, rotatable base 82, rotatable base 92, rotatable 
• base 102, rotatable base 112 and the forks 152 all form an 

20 equipment base for attachment of the claw tines 12. The 

above-described embodiments are intended to be illustrative 
of the present invention and not restrictive thereof. It 
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that 
various changes may be made to the present invention 

25 without departing from the spirit and scope thereof. The 

scope of the present invention is intended to be defined by 
the appended claims and equivalents thereto. 
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WHAT IS CIAIMEI^TS : 

1. A demolition equipment system comprising: 

a plurality of equipment bases, each equipment 
base forming at least a part of a distinct demolition 
equipment unit; and 

a plurality of claw tines, each claw tine 
selectively, removably attached to each equipment base for 
forming a part of each distinct demolition equipment unit 
and movable between an open and closed position. 

2. The demolition equipment system of claim 1 
wherein the plurality of equipment bases includes at least 
one bucket and at least one grapple base. 



3. The demolition equipment system of claim 2 
wherein at least one grapple base is a two- tine grapple 
having a pair of claw tines opposed to each other and 
positioned 180 degrees from each other. 

4 . The demolition equipment system of claim 2 
wherein at least one grapple base is a three-tine grapple 
including three of the claw tines directed toward each 
other and positioned approximately 12 0 degrees apart from 
each other. 

5. The demolition equipment system of claim 2 
wherein at least one grapple base is a four- tine grapple 
base including four of the claw tines directed toward each 
other with each claw tine positioned 90 degrees apart from 
two adjacent claw tines. 

6. The demolition equipment system of claim 1 
wherein at least one demolition equipment unit utilizes at 
least a pair of spaced, parallel claw tines coupled 
together to form a claw structure. 
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7. The demolition equipment: system of claim 6 
wherein the claw structure includes an end member extending 
between and attached to the spaced claw tines forming the 
tips of the claw tines. 

8. The demolition equipment system of claim 1 
wherein a claw structure of at least one demolition 
equipment unit includes a grid assembly removably connected 
to at least one spaced claw tine. 

9. The demolition equipment system of claim 1 
wherein each claw tine includes an elongated claw tine body 
pivotally movable about a pivot point between the open 
position and the closed position, and a hydraulic cylinder 

5 for moving the claw tine body between the open position and 

the closed position, the hydraulic cylinder having a fixed 
end secured to a base and a cylinder rod end secured to the 
claw tine body, wherein the ratio of the length of the 
hydraulic cylinder when the claw tine body is in the closed 
10 position to the distance between the pivot point and the 

position where the cylinder rod end of the hydraulic 
cylinder is secured to the claw tine body is in the range 
of between 0 . 7 and 0.9. 

10. The demolition equipment system of claim 1 
wherein each claw tine includes an elongated claw tine body 
pivotally movable about a pivot point between the open 
position and the closed position, a hydraulic cylinder for 

5 moving the claw tine body between the open and the closed 

position, a support frame for securing the claw tine to the 
demolition equipment unit, the support frame including a 
cylindrical bushing member defining a pivot point for the 
claw tine body, and at least one support frame plate 
10 attached to the bushing member, a locking pin aperture 

formed in the support frame plate for securing the support 
frame to the demolition equipment unit and a securing pin 
aperture formed in the support frame plate for securing a 
fixed end of the hydraulic cylinder to the support frame, 
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15 and a support frame receiver attached to trie demolition 

equipment unit, the support frame receiver formed as a 
single plate having an opening therein for supporting the 
bushing member and a locking pin aperture aligned with the 
locking pin aperture of the support frame for securing the 

20 support frame to the demolition equipment unit. 

11. A claw tine for demolition equipment 
comprising : 

an elongated claw tine body pivotally movable 
about a pivot point between an open position and a closed 
5 position; 

a claw tine at a distal end of the claw body; and 
a hydraulic cylinder for moving the claw tine 
body between the open position and the closed position, the 
hydraulic cylinder having a fixed end secured to a base and 
10 a cylinder rod end secured to the claw tine body, wherein 

the total angular rotation of the claw tine body between 
the open position and the closed position is at least 75 
degrees - 

12 . The claw tine of claim 11 wherein the ratio 
of the length of the hydraulic cylinder when the claw tine 
body is in the closed position to the distance between the 
pivot point and the position where the cylinder rod end of 
5 the hydraulic cylinder is secured to the claw tine body is 

in the range of between 0.7 and 0.9. 

13 . The claw tine of claim 11 wherein the total 
rotation of the claw tine body between the open position 
and the closed position is between 75 and 100 degrees. 

14. The claw tine of claim 11 wherein the total 
angular rotation of the claw tine is at least 85 degrees. 
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15 . Tne 



holding rorce of the claw cine is positioned between 25 and 
4 0 degrees from the closed position. 



including a support frame for securing the claw tine to the 
demolition equipment unit, the support frame including a 
cylindrical bushing member defining a pivot point for the 
claw tine body, and at least one support frame plate 
attached to the bushing member, a locking pin aperture 
formed in the support frame plate for securing the support 
frame to the demolition equipment unit and a securing pin 
aperture formed in the support frame plate for securing a 
fixed end of the hydraulic cylinder to the support frame, 
and a support frame receiver attached to the demolition 
equipment unit, the support frame receiver formed as a 
single plate having an opening therein for supporting the 
bushing member and a locking pin aperture aligned with the 
locking pin aperture of the support frame for securing the 
support frame to the demolition equipment unit. 

17. A claw tine for demolition equipment 
comprising : 

an elongated claw tine body pivotally movable 
about a pivot point between an open position and a closed 
position; 



body between the open position and the closed position; 

a support frame for securing the claw tine to the 
demolition equipment, the support frame including a 
cylindrical bushing member defining a pivot point for the 
claw tine body, and at least one support frame plate 
attached to the bushing member, a locking pin aperture 
formed in the support frame plate for securing the support 
frame to the demolition equipment and a securing pin 
aperture formed in the support frame plate for securing a 



16. 



The claw tine according to claim 11 further 



a hydraulic cylinder for moving the claw tine 
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fixed end of the hydraulic cylinder to the support frame ,- 
and 

a support frame receiver attached to the 
demolition equipment, the support frame receiver formed as 
a single plate having an opening therein for supporting the 
bushing member and a locking pin aperture aligned with the 
locking pin aperture of the support frame for securing the 
support frame to the demolition equipment. 

18. The claw tine of claim 17 wherein the 
support frame receiver includes an enlarged portion 
surrounding the opening supporting the bushing member, 
wherein the enlarged portion is wider than the adjacent 
portions of the support frame receiver. 

19. The claw tine of claim 17 further including 
a removable claw tip at a distal end of the claw body. 

20. The claw tine of claim 17 wherein the claw 
tine is adapted to have a total angular rotational value of 
at least 75 degrees. 

21. A method of designing and forming a claw 
tine for demolition equipment comprising: 

A) developing a general claw tine geometry 
which defines main geometric parameters of 
the claw tine; 

B) analyzing the claw tine geometry to 
determine at least the relative holding 
force of the general claw tine throughout 
the range of motion of the general claw 
tine; 

C) determining the relative value of main 
geometric parameters of the general claw 
tine which at least maximizes the holding 
force of the general claw tine in a desired 



WO 01/16434 



PCT/US00/234O5 



15 



ancular rotation of the general claw tine; 
and 

D) forming a claw tine having the main 
geometric parameters determined in step C) . 

22 . The method of claim 21 wherein the main 
geometric parameters of the general claw tine which are 
analyzed include a lever arm of the claw tine, a total 
force of the power driving the claw tine, and an angular 
position between the lever arm and the claw tine. 

23 . The method of claim 22 wherein the main 
geometric parameters of the general claw tine which are 
analyzed include a relative angular orientation of the 
lever arm to horizontal, and a vertical distance between a 
pivot point of the claw tine and the tip of the claw tine. 

24. The method of claim 21 further including the 
step of analyzing the cycle time of the general claw tine 
and determining main geometric parameters of the claw tine 
to minimize cycle time. 

25. The method of claim 21 wherein the maximum 
holding force is set when the claw tine is between about 25 
degrees to 4 0 degrees from the closed position. 

26. The method of claim 21 wherein a total 
angular rotation for the formed claw tine is between about 
75 degrees to 100 degrees. 

27. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of 
determining the relative value of main geometric parameters 
includes determining a geometric ratio between a length of 
a retracted hydraulic cylinder powering the claw tine to 
the distance between the pivot point of the claw tine and 
a cylinder rod end of the hydraulic cylinder is between 
0.70 and 0.90. 
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28. The method of claim 21 wherein the sueo of 
determining the relative value of main geometric parameters 
includes varying the angular position of the lever arm, the 
distance between a pivot point of the claw tine and the 

5 cylinder rod end, and the angular position of the claw 

tine . 

29. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of 
determining the relative value of main geometric parameters 
includes minimizing a vertical distance between an end of 
a piston rod of a hydraulic cylinder of the claw tine and 

5 the tip of the claw tine. 

30. The method of claim 21 wherein the step of 
determining the relative value of main geometric parameters 
includes maximizing the vertical and horizontal distance 
between the pivot point of the claw tine and an end of the 

5 claw tine. 

31- A claw tine for demolition equipment 
comprising: 

an elongated claw tine body pivotally movable 
10 about a pivot point between an open position and a closed 

position; 

a claw tine at a distal end of the claw body; and 
a hydraulic cylinder for moving the claw tine 
body between the open position and the closed position, the 
15 hydraulic cylinder having a fixed end secured to a base and 

a cylinder rod end secured to the claw tine body, wherein 
a maximum holding force of the claw tine is positioned 
about one third of the total angular rotation of the claw 
tine body from the closed position. 

32. The claw tine of claim 31 wherein the total 
angular rotation of the claw tine body between the open 
position and the closed position is at least 75 degrees. 
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ie claw cine of claim 31 wherein the total 
rotation of the claw tine body between the open position 
and the closed position is between 75 and 100 degrees. 

34. The claw tine of claim 31 wherein the 
hydraulic cylinder is substantially enclosed by the claw 
tine body. 
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